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DEATH OF

gen Mcpherson

A Circumstantial Account of the

Tragedy of July 22 1864

MY V W ALLhN
Elgnil Officer Army of Hie Tennessee San

Diego CiI

At this time Tuly 22 1SG4 I wi a
Signal Officer with the Fifteenth Corns
mid was one of the party aeconipnijing
Gen McPhcrson when he lost his lif 1

will 1 elate in as few words is possible
some of the incidents that cuue under my
pciMiual ohsenation and which I cm to-

day
¬

most hidly lcenll
On a timheied hill home two miles eat

fiom Atlanta and about 100 feet south
fiom the Augusta ltailiunl we had es-

tablished
¬

a sigiiil station in a high pine
tiee which 7 feet fiom the ground
blanched out into tluee principal limbs
across which wo had constiucted a tri
angular platfonn sulhciently laige to ac¬

commodate fiom two to tluee persons at
a time and it was fiom this station din
ing the foicnoon of the --d we liau dis
covered large bodies of the enemy mown
out of the citj in a southeasterly diiec
tion which when lepoited to headquar
ters was interpieted to mean a reticit or
the tinning of our left Hank Un this and
other lepoits of a like chaiactcr Fulleis
Iiision of the Sixteenth Coips was oi
deied to the left taking position in lear
of our left fiont and forming what is
termed a refuse line This occuirrd
in the foicnoon while Signal OMicer Kdge
I think occupied the lookout

Immediately after an early dinner I rc
paiied to iie station and ascended the
loftj pejeh about 120 and heie 1 will
relate an incident which if it meets the
cje of any who weie there at that time
they will readily recall Our station was
leached by memsof cleats nailed to the
side of the tree about two feet apait
making a lair kind of ladder and fiom
the grouid the ascent looked easy Gen
Logan had just ridden up and Capt
Whitehead his Chief of Staff wishing a
better view of the surioundings than could
be had from his saddle called to know
if we would allow him to come up Per-
mission

¬

being readily granted the climb
was at once begun and with much ap-
parent confidence but when he had made
about half the distance some one fiom
below called to him to look down and see
how high he was This he did and it
looked so much higher than ho anticipated
that he then and there lost his neive and
all the taunting and jeering on the part
of his comrades to induce him to go higher
proved of no avail The tree at this time
was swajin consideiably under a light
breeze and the Captain while hugging
the cleats cosely was planning a safe ic
tieat which be it said to his credit was
executed in good order but with much
gi rater care than he had made the ascent
On reaching the ground Gen Logan io
maikcd Well jou aie a brave fellow
to undertake to go up there and then weak-
en

¬

The Captain with considerable spirit
responded Ill bet jon 2 you cant do
it Well said the General it I took
you up you would lose your mono I al
wajs go through with what I undertake

Yes the Captain siid but jou will
never undeitnko it

Just at this time Gen SIcPherson and
start rode up most of them dismounting
and a general conversation ensued lasting
perhaps 20 minutes when to our extreme
left Avas suddenly heard several musket
shots in quick succession followed by the
random lat le of small aims which to Un-
practical car was a sine precuior of
trouble Ic Ies time than I am writing
this all weie in their saddles and Aids
and oiderlies were hastening to different
parts of the field with oidcrs and for in-

formation
¬

Capt O II Howard our Chief Signal
Officer usually lode with Gen McPhcr ¬

son as voluntary Aid He was with him
on this occasion and called to me to leave
our looljout in care o another and ac-
company

¬

them which I proceeded to do
in great haste as the filing was becoming
terrific several batteries having joined in
the chorus

I had barely mounted my horse when
the General started at a sharp pace first
cast a few rods into an open field then
south for perhaps 40 rods to where was
parked a considerable portion of our army
train which at this time was on the verge
of a stampede and his arrival pioved very
orportune Capt Gile I think of hi
staff was left here to restorcordcr This
was at the head of a small ravine trend-
ing

¬

south which to the west was pro-
tected

¬

by a timbered ridge and by a con-
siderable

¬

grove of timber to the southeast
but to the south for 80 rods or more un-
til

¬

reaching to and beyond a small creek
was open ground and from this direction
came the stray shells and minie balls that
were causing the trouble with the teams
and teamsters From here we rode rap-
idly

¬

south crossing the said cicek and fol-
lowing

¬

down its opposite bank until we
came in full view of Fullers command
to the southeast drawn up across an open
field south of the giovc herctofoie men-
tioned

¬

He had a good position was well
supplied with artillery and could rake the
field for at least a quarter of a mile south

We halted near the creek which at
this point bears south Immediately in
our front the timber reached the eieek
but to out right was a narrow field be-
tween

¬

the creek and timber ranging in
width from five to perhaps 10 icdf and
extending car back in a westerly direc-
tion

¬

until it reached the long open field
in which our left front the Seventeenth
Corps was located From this p jnt we
witnessed the repulse of a second charge
of the enemy and while the cheers of vic-
tory

¬

were still ringing an officer whom I
did not know but have been since in-

formed
¬

was Capt L B Kaymond of Gen
Leggetts stafT came riding rapidly back
and seeing us turned across to where we
were saying to Gen McPhcrson as he ap-
proached

¬

General this is no place for
you to which the General replied Oh
Im in no danger here following with

Whose command is in our front mean-
ing

¬

what troops connected with our left
front The answer was A part of Ful-
lers

¬

Hut this proved a mistake as there
was a gap here of at least 80 rods between
Fullers command and the Seventeenth
Corps A few more word which I did
not hear and the said officer rode awav
to the west

The firing - this time along Fullers
front was quieting uotts but was very
heavy to the west With the remark

They are coming all right there the
General wheeling to the right htarted
back at a sharp gallop along the edge of
the woods skirting the before mentioned
narrow field south of the creek After
riding from 50 to 100 paces north of west
he turned sharply to the left into the tim-
ber

¬

along an oid wood road which bear-
ing

¬

southwest led through a thick growth
of pines oaks and underbrusi soon
emerging into more open and larger tim
bor nere and where the road bends to
tho right we met the enemy advancing
In a northeasterly direction their line
touching the road at this bend as we came
dashing up

The first intimation I hid of danger
aside from the stray balls that were con-
tinually

¬

hissing and whizzing through the
limbs and leaves above us was the ciy of

Halt halt there halt nuick tlinmnnil
very emphatic from a man standing be ¬

side a large pine tree just on the south
side of the road at the bend He was al-

most
¬

in front of the General and not more
than five paces distant My recollection
of this movement is very vivid our horses
reined suddenly back a line of crav coats
almost within bayonet reach bringing their
pieces 10 a reauy uic ueuerals horse
wheeling on his haunches to the right
either from fright or by direction of his
master everything including the sur-
roundings

¬

are so indelibly fixed in my
memory as though they were scenes of
today There were withs the General at
this time three Signal Officers and from
ix to 10 flagmen and orderlies We en ¬

tered the timber in the following order
First after the General Capt Howard

V1- - T - i vt w JvpjiSyS wjJJVt - --- JS4S
next Lieut Sheify then myself the flag-

men
¬

and orderlies bringing up the rear
An oideily tiding more rapidly than the
test had just passed us and was almost
abieast the General when halted The
ring of the filial halt was instantly fol ¬

lowed by the first shot quite distinct from
the volley which followed and veiy near
the Geneial Capt Uichird Beaid was
iu command of the Confederates heie and
undoubted did the halting

It could not have beennioie than three
seconds though it seemed an age from
the first halt until we weie plunging
wildiv through the trees biush and briars
to the right a lace for life each one for
himself and lost to sight from his fellows
until reaching our uanow field once mine
at a point where was located a small bit
teiy two guns I think in full view of
and iu musketry range or a portion of our
front line and also of Fnlleis batteries
This is the point wheie by the converging
files so nianv of the oneuiv weie killed and
captured a few minutes later

Capt Howard and I leached the open
field at the same time and within a few
paces of each other His first woids were

Do jou think the Geneial was Killed
I said I thought he was reeling fiom his
saddle when his hoise plunged into the
brush Just then his hoi so came out near
us bloody and riderless Seigt Thomp ¬

son coming out at the same time was
duected by Capt How aid to ride with all
possible dispatch to Gen Logan and in- -

foim him that Gen Mclheisoii was eithei
Killed or captured Then calling to the
ctinmandci of the batteiy he said Turn
jour pieces this way the lebs aie coming
thtough the timber and will be upon jou
in no time The guns I think weie
placed to sweep the open field down the
cieek A suppoiting regiment or brigade
lying back of the batteij and niotlv in
the creek bottoms homing these words
began hastily to shape themselves for the
onslaught How ud then duected me to
lide to Gen Logan also fearing that
Thompson might fail to leach him I
found the General ill a few minutes in
the open field east of and not far fiom
our signal tiee but Thompson was theie
and an officer had ulicady been dispatched
with the sad intelligence to Gen Sher-
man

¬

In a volume entitled Militaiy Essays
and Recollections Capt Beard after de ¬

scribing the capturing of our skiimish line
savs And suddenly we came to the edge
of a little wagon load tunning paiallel
with our line of match and down which
len viclheison came thuiulenng at the
head of his staff and accoiding to inj
bet recollections his bodj guaid
Gen Sherman is ceitainly mistaken in his
Memoirs when he savs he was almost if
not cntiiely alone for I estimated hN
tank entirely by his letinuc and in tint
estimate I fixed his tank at nothing less
man a coips commander A few min ¬

utes later and the Captain was within
our lines a prisoner

Of the Signal men with us that dav I
can only recall the names of five James
W Mclvenzie K O McGinity B U
Hade Heily and Sergt Win Thomp-
son

¬

all of whom have answeied the last
toll call but most of them have left icc
ord evidence corroborative of this article
James W McKenie late Judge of the
11th Judicial District Iowa wiote in the
Iowa State Register of Dec 11 1S78 I
was at that time Julv 22 1SM a mem-
ber

¬

of the U S Signal Corps We had
a station of observation in a pine tiee
about three miles east of Atlanta near
the Augusta Ilailioad About 1 oclock
of the 22d Gen McPhcrson and staff
came to our station and made some in
quiiy as to the movement of Confedcinte
tioops He then sent most of his staff
olliceis away on dutv and took with biiu
Gen William Strong Lieut W AV Allen
Lieut Wm II Sherfy this is a mi takc
Sherfy joined us later and I think one or
two other officers He took also with him
his private orderly and several Signal flag-
men

¬

including mjself Capt Howard
savs in his report of Aug o 1SG4 We
then accompanied the General thioiigh the
broken lines and into an ambush wheie
the General was killed and we had a very
nairow escape Lieut Sherfy being badlv
injured by being tin own from his hoi st
and Lieut Allen badly bruised by coming
in contact with a tree

Best and Play
Great Bound World

I Know- - two fairly responsible men who
spent some hours of a lecent holiday play-
ing

¬

in the childrens saudpile nt a countty
place they were visiting Befoie they got
thiough they had vvoiKed out a compli-
cated

¬

system of mountains and vallejs
and one of them had modeled an almost
recognizable house I Know- - two other
men who on a sudden impulse bought
some marbles and played with consider-
able

¬

enthusiasm on a garden path In
each instance the day and the mood had
something to do with it None of the
men was childish They were striving
to catch once more a glimpse of the glory
and the dream to reattain for a time
the old sense of irresponsibility This was
not discreditable I fane that many a
parent secretly does the same thing when
he cnteis into the play room activities of
his children or taKes them to the circus
always to amuse them And if after all
we must sadly admit that we cannot
gather up the rainbow gold of childhood
it will not hurt us to be irresponsible once
in a while along witli the childien In
the Catskill woods on the water or gal-
loping

¬

on country roads wheiever we do
not mistake hectic excitement for true
happiness the play instinct is the same
a brief escape from responsibility a short
respite from the things that vv must do
and want to do but are willing to leave
now and then because we know we shall
love them the more when we return to
them

TiirTiiTwAY

Of Treating Stomach Trouble and

Indigestion a Barbarous and

Useless One

We say the old way but really it is the
common and usual one at the present time
and many dspcptics and phsicians as
well consider the hrst step m attempting
to cine indigestion is to diet cither by
selecting certain food and rejecting others
or to greatly diminish the quantity of food
usually taken

In other words the starvation plan is
by many supposed to be the fust essential
in the cure of weak digestion

The almost certain failure of the starvv
tion cure for stomach trouble has been
proyen time and again but still the usual
advice when dspepsia makes its appear-
ance

¬

is a course of dieting
All this is radically vviong It is foolish

and unscientific to recommend dieting or
starvation to a person suffering from dys-
pepsia

¬

because indigestion itself starves
every organ and every nerve and fiber in
the body

What is needed is abundant nutrition
not less and this means plenty of good
wholesome well cooked food and some nat-
ural

¬

digestive to assist the weal stomach
to digest it

This is exactly the puipose for which
Stuaits Dyspepsia Tablets are adapted
and this is the way they cure the vvoist
cases of stomach trouble

The patient eats plenty of wholesomo
food and Stuaits Dspcpsia Tablets di ¬

gest it for him
And this is in necoruanec with nature

and common sense because in this way
the whole system is nourished and the
overworked stomach rested because the
tablets will digest the food whether tho
stomach works ot not One of Stuaits
Dvspepsia Tablets will digest 1800 grains
of meat eggs and similar food

Any druggist will tell you that Stuarts
Dyspepsia Tablets is a remedy of extraor-
dinary

¬

value and probably is the purest
and eafest remedy for stomach troubles

No person suffering from poor digestion
and lack of appetite can fail to be im ¬

mediately and permanently benefited if
they would make it a practice to take one
or two of Stuarts Dyspepsia Tablets after
cadi meal
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PENSION POINTERS

Inquiries Answered and Sugges- -

tions Made

J I D Bonanzu Ore If testimony
called for by the Pension Ititreau is sub-
stantial

¬

coveted by testimony already
filed call the attention of the Pension
Bmeau to the fact citing the names of
witnesses Your attorney should be able
to advise jou whether the testimony filed
should be sufficient

B S II Pikes Peak Ind The widow
not being entitled to a pension under the
act of June 27 18I0 by reason of her
mairiage to the soldier after June 2
1SU0 the childien of the soldier now under
10 mitj appl for and obtain pension
under the act of 1S00 but onl from date

of hlmg application The acemed pension
of the soldier will not be paid to the
widow until she has established by satis
factoiy evidence the fact that she is the
legal widow If satisfaetorv evidence can
ever he furnished to show that the cause
of the soldieis death was due to the ser-
vice

¬

the widow can obtain geneial law
pension for the penod of her widowhood

T 1 L Austin Minn Apply to Sui
geoiidGneral U S A Washington I
C for commutation in lieu of nitificiil
limb Tlje inteivals of pajment in euh
case run fiom the time of tiling first appli-
cation

¬

theiefor The Wai Depaitment is
mole libel il than the Pension Bmeau in
cases wheie it is a question whether a
limb is wholly disabled often allowing
the commutation in eases where the logi-
cally

¬

coiresponding pen ion late has been
denied If the pensioner is drawing S2I
for dis ihilit equivalent in degree to loss
of hand or foot he would not be likely
to obtain the commutation unless a foot
or hand were iu fact disabled fiom causes
due to service Nntuially a pensioner for
loss or total disability of hand or foot
or of arm or leg would obtain commuta-
tion

¬

on the evidence of his pension litiug
A pensioner di awing the i0 or 72 pen-
sion

¬

rates would not be entitled to the
commutation unless in fact practically to-

tally
¬

disabled iu arm or leg
W T D Glasgow Ky Honse Bill

8TS7 the Omnibus Bill for payment of
war claims certified fiom the Court of
Claims under the Bowman Act became a
lav- - May 2S 1002

Work of the Pension Office

The icpoit of ceitificates issued foi the
week ended Aug 25 shows

Army Invalid Original C increase 2U
reissue 10 restoiation 2 renewal 11
supplemental 0 duplicate 3 accrued 110
Total 304

Army Widows etc Original r9 in-

crease
¬

1 reissue Ti lenowal 72 dupli-
cate

¬

5 Total 142
Navy Invalids Original 7 increase 3

reissue 2 restoiation 1 acciucd 1

Total 14
Navy Wido vs etc Original 1
Auny Invalids war with Spain Origi

nal 30 increase 10 reissue 1 restoia
tion 1 accrued 2 Total 0

Annr Widows etc war with Spain
Original 12

Nav Invalids war with Spain Origi ¬

nal Si

Navy Widows etc War with Spain
Original 1

Army Invalids act of June 27 1S00
Original 200 increase 273 additional 00
reissue 11 restoration 4 tenewal 13
supplemental 0 duplicate G acciucd 154
Total 817

Army Widows etc act of June 27
1810 Original 20 reissue 2 supple ¬

mental 2 duplicate 3 accrued 4 Total
271 t

Navy Invalids act of Juno 27 1890
Original inciease i reissue 2 ac-
crued

¬

i Total 00
Navv Widows etc act of June 27

1800 Original 0 reissue 1 Total 7
Mexican War Survivois Increase 1

reisie 10 acciucd 2 Total 22
Mexican War Widows Original 8
Totals Original 717 increase r2 ad-

ditional
¬

00 reissue 02 restoration 8 re-
newal

¬

101 supplemental 11 duplicate
17 accrued 278 Total 1813

A Multi Millionaires Ranch
Collieis Weeklyl

The finest ranch propel ty in the South-
west

¬

though not the most extensive is
owned by Frank Rockefeller the multi-
millionaire

¬

writes our Kansas correspond-
ent

¬

This ranch covers an a tea of 14
000 acres and is located in Kiowa County
better Known as the short grass country
of Kansas The ranch lies along the val-
ley

¬

of Soldier Creek and is tiaversed by
tue banta re Kailway it is indeed a
most picturesque property and has been
converted into a magnificent country es
tate The Rockefellers spend much of
their Summers on this property and Mr
Rockefeller himself says he intends in the
near future to make it his principal place
of residence

The ranch house consists of several
large steel and stone bains a house for
the work hands and a magnificent country
bouse for the Rockefeller family All
these homes lie in the valley Soldier
Creek flows placidly through this valley
traversing the barn yards and pastuie lots
near headquarters

Each depaitment is conducted by an ex ¬

pel t in his line The fine blooded Here-
ford

¬

and Shorthorn cattle are attended
to by an Englishman formerly in the cm
ploy of the late Queen Victoria The
lino bred horses are in chaigeTof an expeit
in horse training and breeding while the
other stock is looked after by men who are
adepts in their lines There are also any
number of fine hogs and sheep In the
park far up Soldier Creek are four elk
several buck deer three buffalo two or
three monkeys and a score of pauots fiom
South Africa In his barnyard at head
quaiters are several buffalo cows being
bred on the ranch These are valued at
fancy prices Mr Rockefeller has several
milch cows worth from 1000 to 1500
each He has a Ilerefoid bull worth

10000 He aHo owns Hnioldmout a
trotting stallion valued at 20000 There
are 375 blooded hoises and 350 head of
blooded cattle on the ranch besides thou ¬

sands of range cattle which me raised
principally to make use of the thousands
of acres of pastuie and alfalfa land Suf-
ficient

¬

grain is produced on the ranch to
feed all of the stock He is now direct-
ing

¬

his attention toward irrigating the
ranch making every part of it good
enough to produce alfalfa

The barns are kept as clean as the
rach house itself In Winter they are
kept heated as the wind sweeping over
the plains makes it very cold The ranch
house where Mr Rockefeller and family
spend their time is a model of Southern
ar hiteeture and is said to have cost 50
000

One of the features of amusement on
tho Rockefeller estntc is the big barn
dances at which all the cowboys of the
range country arc entertained

Ikeys First Experience
Tristcin How liddlc bresence of mindt

beoblc sometimes shorn ad vires throw-
ing

¬

looging classes oudt of der vindow
audt garrying pillows down stairs aindt
it

Waxelbaum Yos nd our vile Ikey
threw a pile of newsbabcrs oudt of der
vindow andt garried der geroscne gan
downstahs andt out into der street

Its Superiority
Little Ikey who has an inquiring mind
Papa ish it true dot der pen ish

mghtier than der sword
Old Swindlcbauin Yase uf gourse

How could a man put his broperty in his
vifes name mit a sword

An Unsettled Detail
Tho Pugilist Ill whip him but I

dunno in which round
The Sport Oh Havent you agreed

on that point yet

A Cure for the Tobacco Habit
Mrs J Kay N A 1028 High stteet

Des Moines Iowa has discovered a haim
less and inexpensive remedy for the tobac-
co

¬

habit which has cured her husband and
hundreds of others Any druggist can put
it ud The prescripton and directions sent
free for a stamp to pay postage

THE WgL F STALKER
Continued from first pnjr

to the fort vtliUeJlio set out to spread the
news to othirTjfamilics that the Indians

Uveie again oil Hi vv at path
We took sutli things with us ns we

ould cury mid reached the bank of the
river in sufetv Just then I rcinenibei cd
a little KeepstiKiTthat I prized highly as
jt belonged triune little hi other who was
Killed by the Indians during one of tneir
raids cveral vrirs ago It was a little
wooden ladle Ithnti father had whittled out
for him to stir the maple sirup with as it
boiled iu the iiic Kettle I had one like it
but lost it im thn wild scene which took
place as the red men surprised us during
a few minutes thilt father had left us at
camp alone t Ftom that daj to this we
have never seen or heard a woid of poor
little biother and I have alwas kept the
ladle us a pri7cd memento of a most nu
lla ppy day

So telling father I would be back by
the time he had got the boat freed fiom
it fastening I tan back to our cabin
without dieatuing of ill fortune I found
the ladle leadily but as I turned to leave
the cabin I was met iu the doorway by
tluee savages in warpaint and aimed with
guns and tomahawks I sci earned once
as loud as I could partly fiom flight but
hoping that father and mothci would hear
me and know that the Indians were
aiouud

Befoie I eoiihl r peat ni outcry I was
seized and made ii captive in spite of my
snuggles Then appearing iu great
haste to get away my captois draggtd
ire off into the woods though I was very
giid to have them go in a diiection oppo ¬

site fiom the river I do not know if they
or any of their pait found father and
mother I hope not and that thought
alone gives me coinage

With the meinoiy of the awful fate
of little biother Benny iu my mind I re¬

solved thit I wotild go no faither with
the Italians than I was obliged to go even
if I lost my life in tiving to get away from
them Theie weie seven of them in niiin
bei ami that was esteiday Last night
vwitchin my chance while they slept I
slipped fiee of my bonds and stole away
without arousing them I have been hid ¬

ing ttoiu them all day but a little while
ago they found me when I was compelled
to flee for my life expecting to be retaken
You can imagine with what joy I saw

Our cabin but I am sony I have biought
tins tioulile upon jou I can see now it
would have been better for me to have
let them letake me as by so doing I
might have spared jou this suffering

They seem to be holdin a talkiu bee
remarked Craig without repljing to her
story I blieve they vvnntr get me inter
tit talk

The following lomautic incident seems
to have been the origin and leason lead ¬

ing up to this Indian attack upon the
families living upon Great Meadows of
which we get a vivid idea from the fugi-
tives

¬

story
In their eagerness to worry the English

settlers the Flench at Montieal in the
Autumn of 1747 sent out an expedition
consisting of Indians under the command
of the voung cadet Pierie Raimbault St
IJliin a grandson of the Goveuior Gcneial
of Montieal Soon after entering the Po
cumtuck Valley in western Massachusetts
this unwaiy leader was surprised and eap
tuieil by tlieEilalish and his followers
routed Theriilitsrious captive was taken
to Boston w7erhe was ictained for a
consideiable time until he could be ex
chrnged for tWoEnglish captives held by
the Ficnch Vj

Siiur St Bleiinprovcd to be a very ob ¬

serving man dndfyn his way back to Can ¬

ada under tie1 escort of the English he
noticed the vveatatondition of the frontier
settlements particiilaily those iu the vicin-
ity

¬

ot Great Iqudows fiom whence for
the sueceedin stage of his journey it is
recoidcd thitMtri hero John Stark wns a
guide across thfctjien trackless wilderness
of what is now the State of Vermont The
l etui n party wailed by Sergt Hawks a
notnl frontiersc0iit and the journey was
made over in Mount Holly
down n branoHof Otter Creek to the main
river thence through Clarendon Rutland
Pittsford to Biaudoii reaching the shore
of Lake Champlain nearly opposite to Ti
eonderoga when they moved down the
lake to Sorel River reacliing Montreal in
Midwinter The journey was made on
snow shoes and under cover of the white
flag

The cadet lived about midway between
Montrril and Quebec where he was re-
ceived

¬

with gi eat rejoicing by his relatives
and friends he having two brothers who
were cxtieme partisans In a spirit of
retaliation for his defeat and encouraged
b the intelligence he brought of the weak
ness of the Lnglish settl mcnts the expe ¬

dition wns planned and carried out which
icsulted so disastrously to the families
concerned in this narrative

But to return to the beleaguered cabin
As Craig finished speaking one of the

Indians was seen to emerge boldly from
the cover of the woods and carrying a
strip of biich bark fastened to the end of a
short stick approach with steady steps
He had left behind him his gun and tom ¬

ahawk only his painted cheeks and tall
plume which rose and fell with a gentle
movement ns he advanced hinted of his
vvmlike purpose The natural silence of
the foi est had been restored but it was
a suppressed stillness which foreboded evil
lather than peace The furtive gaze of
Ciaig missed uo movement of the dusky
messenger though he did not betray any
emotion A low cry from the child served
to change if not check the suspense of
Mrs Ciaig and she quickly lifted the lit-
tle

¬

one into her arms A moment later
the shrill voice of the watchful pioneer
commanded the approaching Indian to
stop The latter instantly obeyed saying
in broken English

Cris know Mnnesquo
Did replied Craig laconically recog ¬

nizing the speaker as an Indian supposed
to be friendly to the whites and who had
called upon him several times during the
Summer

Manesquo want to talk to white broth-
er

¬

Talk was the terse reply
The war torch is lighted Indians come

fir Cris and his squaws If go still- -
mouincci not narm much

Go jerself retotted Craig Is that
all

Cris not know all Manv Tndinns in
woods palefaces only one two three
one two squaws one man

Go an leant to count before you talk
with me My supper is ready ye had
better look alter yours

Giving expression to a great grunt of
dissatisfnctioniif inot contempt the In
dian withdrew i0

What wiirthey do next Christie
asked his wifgl

Waste motrojlcad going himself to
bring out his resecve stock of ammunition
For tho first time he showed dismay as
Inj discovcredJthat he had only a few
rounds of pojvdei mid bullets The re-
turn

¬

of the messenger with his reply to
his comrades jvas1 announced nt this mo-
ment

¬

by a scries of wild warwhoons which
caused the women to shudder while the
child was awTfhftito silence These yells
were speedilyffollowed by a volley of bul-
lets

¬

which rattled against the walls of
the cabin telling in no unmistakable terms
of the rage ojthej concealed besiegers

Do ye tliink Chiistie wo can hoi out
against em asked Mrs Craig

HOI - 1 1ju uuu i ine iuguive gin
I am soi ry I came here for I can see

now I have brought this upon you Per-
haps if I give up they will spare ou Let
me

Craig pushed her back with his left
hand while he again applied his eye to
the nort hole

F th powder werent so low he
mused Then he added to his wife Jean
nette ye know how to lay powder and
ball Move lively when th time conies

Th cheel is so fietfnl she replied
Ill care for the child said the voting

woman Or belter vet I will load the
guns I can do it Let me measure out
the ammunition

Craig smiled at this forethought and
advised her to pour the powder into some
pewter cups while the bullets might be
placed in a bowl so as to be as handy as
possible She did this assisted by Mrs

Craig who had again been able to lay
down the child for a minute Wadding
wns nlso provided and the two women
stood teady to net as promptly as could
be when the crisis came While this was
being done iu the cabin the Indians had
been active iu arranging their prelimina-
ries

¬

for their nssmlt The watchful Craig
icnlireil that they were planning to attack
them fiom all quartets nt once- - in the hope
of confusing the occupants of the log
dwelling If he felt any concern over the
ultimate rc sitlt he did not betiay it by
word or look as he stoically maintained
his visil

iTh intense silence of the scene was
suddenly broken by the simultaneous dis ¬

charge of half a hundred firearms and for
a moment a ring of fire encircled the be
sieged home il lie hrst ring was quicKly
followed by mother outside of it and
larger the Indians having reserved a por-
tion

¬

of their tiie The sides of the cabin
weie perforated with bullet holes while
the roof was made a riddle sieve as
Craig expiessul it

Ciaig lemained at bis post and as the
smoke cleareil awav he saw some of the
Indians nppiouhing at a rapid pace He
judged the majority of his enemies must
be engaged at that moment in teloailing
their weapons His own gun wns alreadv
at his shoulder and taking swift aim he
liieil at the foremost of the oncoming as ¬

sailants who sprang into the air and
dioppid in his Hacks to rise no moie
Ilis death cry had not ended befoie the
doughty pioneer had luudoj the smoking
weapon to his wife seized the otic- - gun
and tiled his second shot with certain ef-
fect

¬

So expeitly did the women leload
the guns thit inside of two minutes he
had fired four times ami as many led
men weie to be counted out of the fight

At this the Indians beat a hasty ie
tieat no doubt thinking fiom the lapidity
of the bring and the lighting capacity of
the besieged that they had miscalculated
as to their number During this brief sus ¬

pension of hostility the guns were reload
ed and given time to cool In the midst
of this suspense the bleat of a calf came
up from the meadow Craig clutched his
weapon closer but made no comment He
never wasted bieath in superllous speech

What do jou think of our chances
now asked the ounger woman

Tell better when th powder is gone
Tlf lead is about used up said Mis

Craig anxiously
Git out some blankets an hang up sos

to ketch the lead o th incmy at their next
liie said Ciaig without removing his
gaze from the loop hole

Assisted by her voung companion Mis
Ciaig did as sliL was told By this time
it was getting dusky even iu the clearing

If I am not mistaken there is an ani-
mal

¬

crawling along at the edge of the
giowth below us said the young woman

It may be th calf ic phed Mrs Craig
Wof volunteered her husband though

he had not seemed to look in the diiection
He had discovered some of the Indians
approaching with mine discretion than be-
foie

¬

Dodging fiom stump to stump
rock or whatever promised shelter he was
confident a scoie or more were coming to
renew the unequal battle Knowing too
well the value of every giain of powder
to waste a shot Ciaig continued to watchthesivages in silence He was following
their movements with sulllcieiit accuracy
to Keep tiack of each dusky enemy From
among the seatteied scouts he had dis-
cerned

¬

a tall liguie that he felt certain
was his old uquaintmiie This became
an assuied fact a minute later when from
behind a big stump a voice called out

Me Know jou Cris jou know Man-
esquo

¬

Come out we give jou good quar-
ter

¬

Ill quarter you retorted Craig an
it wont take me but a iniimit

A volley of bullets pelted the wall and
roof of the cabin in reply to this defiant
threat The forethought of the pioneer
was now evident fiom the fact that lead
enough to make a dozen bullets had been
obtained bj means of the binrket But
theie was no way to replenish the stock of
powder Mrs Craig had carefully di¬

vided this into portions barely sulllcieiit
for different charges and she found theie
was only enough for four rounds

At this moment Ciahy sighted thp top
Knot of an Indian who had incautiously
exposed his head in order to see what
effect the last volley had made He paid
dearly for his lack of caution by re-
ceiving

¬

a bullet in his brain from Craigs
unci ring fiieann Within half a minute
the latter fired his sixtli shot and for the
first time as far as lie was able to tell
missed his man This brought an excla ¬

mation of chagrin from him and in hs
anger he neglected to answer Mrs Ciaigs
question

Are they comin agin Christie
The suspense this time was of longer

duration than at any period before for it
was fully half an hour later that Craig
after having watched seveial shadowy
forms flitting to and fro in the growth be-
low

¬

finally declared
Fire
Mercy me exclaimed his wife Do

they mean to burn us up
Have courage said her young com-

panion
¬

taking her hand It will be bet-
ter

¬

to burn up than to fall into their
hands and if the worst conies I shall rush
out into the fire There is that wolf
again It seems to be coming nearer this
time

Giving no heed to this brief dialogue
Craig continued to Keep a steady watch
over the actions of the Indians as far as
he could discern any of their movements
He was certain they were dragging for-
ward

¬

a pile of brush and Keeping be-
hind

¬

this as a sort of shield for their bod-
ies

¬

from his deadly marksmanship were
gradually pushing this forwaul toward the
cabin Twice the wolf crossed his range
of vision nearer each time but in his in
tent watchfulness over his more numerous
enemies he paid no attention to the ani-
mal

¬

His stern vigil was finally rewarded by
the sight of a tiny blaze of light near the
ground This rapidly grew in size and
brightness until a spiral column of flame
leaped higher than a mans head capped
with a wieath of smoke

Mrs Craig now began to wring her
hands and dropping beside her child who
was happily ignorant of the awful peril
environing the scene began to piay The
young woman was calmer She stood
near Craig standing at his post immutable
as a pillar of wood He held the larger
gun in his hands resolved in his heart
that no moie powder should be wasted
by him At this critical moment arising
to her feet in heart felt anguish nnd com-
ing

¬

forward with the little one in her
arms Mrs Ciaig hit one of the pewter
vessels holding the ptecious powder and
it fell on the floor

Mercy cried the terrified woman
Ive spilled the powder Oh what

I will brush it up said the joung
woman whose name had been neither
asKed nor given in the excitement of the
situation Is that an Indian at the back
of the cabin she asked a moment later

Wolf replied Craig whose gaze was
now so fixed on the scene at the edge of
the woods that he did not give the piowl
ing animal more than a passing thought
The file wns under way lighting up the
foreground with dazzling bnlliancy Be-
hind

¬

it danced the dusky assailants who
had selected that quarter where tho smoke
would he driven upon the cabin rather
than into their eyes He saw too that
tho fiery shield was still being pushed
steadily toward him which flared and
hissed high over his enemies heads ap-
pearing

¬

to give them wings of fire as they
drew nearer and nearer

Craig soon realized this advance under
cover of fire was in reality only a ruse
to hold his attention in one direction while
the actual attack was to be made from an-
other

¬

There was no outburst of voice
or weapon us the Indians ru died like grim
specters upon the doomed home holding
their fire this time as if they too had
learned the value of lead The cry of the
wolf which had dared to venture even to
the door now bore a startling resemblance
to that ot a human being as it ttied in vain
to gain an enhance But its cries were soon
diowned by the tetrifie iitteinnces of 50
thionts tiained fiom childhood to utter
that appalling battle-erj- - which was never
matched by another race unless it were
those wild barbarians who oveiran Russia
in its primeval days and whose nomadic
habits would seem to indicate that they
may have been relatives of the ancestors

of the warriors who terrorized the old New
England frontier

Unmoved by nil this maddening confu-
sion

¬

Craig waited until certain of his
mark npA then he sent shot after shot into
the foremost ranks stopping only when
the brave girl beside him announced that
the powder was gone Then he calmly
turned the horn upside down with its muz ¬

zle in the palm of his left hand stjinc
Gone Hark Theyre beatin down

the door
He stood with his gun clubbed readv to

strike down the first one to come within
his reach Just behind him Mrs Craig
clasped their child in her arms while she
moaned in anguish over their unhappy
fate A little farther removed but calmer
than she stood the brave girl holding in
her hands the smaller gun poisd as a
war club determined to meet death rather
than captivity

The list the second nor yet the third
of the red mencrossed that threshold but
over their bodies sprang others anil in ¬

side of two minutes the unequal fight was
ended Craig was felled upon the quiver-
ing

¬

forms of his victims and his home
was at the mercy of the wild horde The
frightened women shricKcd The younger
fought like a tigress nt bay but it was
a hopeles resistance and they were seized
and borne out of the dwelling in the midst
of a scene that would leave its fearful
imprint on their minds as long as they
should live

Exulting over their victory the Indians
then looked for the body of him whose
s alp lock would have been a trophy for
which any warrior would have gladly
risked his life But a swift search was
fitiitless In the midst of this exciting
scene the fire reached the doomed cabin
and licking its fiery chops with wild glee
caught upon the walls Higher and higher
leaped the forked tongues of the destroy-
ing

¬

serpent lighting far and wide the lone-
ly

¬
picture with its brilliant eve disclosing

the duskv slayers hovering in the back
ground the edge of their victory dulled
by the loss of the prize they had so eag
erly sougnt wlnle clown by the meadow
ciouched a wolfish figure growling too in
a subdued tone like a creature that had
been cheated of its prey

To lie continued

AERIAL POLO

A Queer Sport on a Pac fl Island
The Century

It became an amusing diversion to over-
turn

¬

the Mrse flat stones beneath which
the rats weie hiding iu solid masses and
watch them as they scampered in all di-
rections

¬

pursued and quickly snatched up
b the nian-o-vv- hawks-- These crafty
biids were apt to learn that the appear-
ance

¬

of a man walking on the island es
I eeially vv ith a dog meant rats for them
and anyone thus going forth was usuallv
followcd by a hovering Hock ready and
impatient for the sport they had learned
to expect A rat biought to hand by the
dog was fpiickly tossed in air where the
birds were ready to snatch it sometimes
with a contest on the wing for disputed
possession One form of this sport a
sort or aerial polo which seemed to be as
good inn for the birds as for the observ-
ers

¬

consisted in tossing two rats into the
air at the same moment not singly and
apart but tied together with about sH
feet of strong twine

Instantly he biids made a dash for the
rats and the successful winner of the fiist
prize went sailing off with one rat in his
bill and the other swinging in the air be¬

neath until snatched by the second win-
ner

¬

when after a quick sharp struggle
anil a taut strain on the cord the bird
with the weaker hold was compelled to
let go which again opened the irame to
all pursuers This then went on as a con-
tinuous

¬

performance with somewhat Jona-

h-like but rapidly repeated disappear ¬

ances and reappearances of the little rats
swallowed and reluctantly disgorged by
the birds in quick succession until the
Hock thoroughly exhausted by their im ¬

petuous flight and extraordinary exercise
alighted on the ground for a short truce
when the two temporary stake holdei3
would be found sitting face to face keen-
ly

¬

eyeing each other fiom opposite ends
of the string still connecting them each
anxiously on the sharp lookout for sudden
jeiks and unpleasant sui prises while all
the other pursueis gathered around in a
ring waiting for the two prizo birds to
fly The general aspect of all partici-
pants

¬

seemed to verify the familiar adage
that the pleasure is not in the game but
iu the chase
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PENSION BLANKS

Official Forms Tor Use of At-

torneys
¬

and Agents at Low
Prices

We are piepaicd to furnish tho follow-
ing

¬

blank foiuis upon application
1 Declaration for Invalid Pension Act

of June 27 1S00
2 Declaration for Guardian of Chil-

dien
¬

Under 1G Years of Age
3 Declaration for Original Pension1 oC

a Widow
4 Declaration for Restoration to tb

Itollb
o Power of Attorney
0 Articles of Agi cement
7 Declaiatiou for Inciease of Invalid

Pension
5 Declaration for Original Invalid Pen¬

sion under Act of July 14 1SI32

Declaration for Dependent Mothers
Pension Act of June 27 1S00

10 Declaiatiou for Dependent Fathers
Pension Act of June 27 1S0

11 Power of Attorney and Articles of
Agreement combined

12 Declaiatiou for a Iterating of an la
valid Pcnhiou

13 Declaiatiou for Increase of Invalid
Pension Act of June 27 1S0O and May 3
1000

14 Declaration for Widows Claim for
Pension Act of June 27 1S00 and May
lJUO

15 Large General Affidavits
10 Small Geneial Affidavits
17 Phjsicians Alidaits
18 Accrued Widows
In ordering please order by dumber
These blanks aie all according to th

foim authorized by the Commissioner o
Pensions and arc printed on good paper
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dress

¬

postpaid at the rate of 10 cents
per dozen 53 cents per 100 or 5 pec
1000 assorted Lots of 1000 or more by
express
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